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_ Preached to the Antient and Honourable 
Artillery-Company 


) ; , in Bofon, June ifts 1741- 


J 


Soldiers Counfelled and Encouraged. 
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SERMON 
Preached at the Regueft, and in the Audience of 


the Ancient and Honourable 
Artillery-Company in Bofton, 
2 June if, 174X. 
Being the Day of the Eleéfon of their Officers. 


And is now made publick at the. Defire of many who 
heard it ; 


To whom it is humbly Dedicated ; 


By SAMUEL PHILLIPS, M.A, 
And Pajffor of the South-Church in Andover. 


WN. B. Several Paragraphs gyder the Doérine, which, for 
Brevity, were omitted in the preaching, are here inferted in 
their proper Places. _ ; 
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JUDGES ¢. 18. 


Zebulun and Naphtali were a People that jeoparded’ 
their Lives unto the Death, in the bigh places of 
the. Field. 


3) HIS Chapter contains a Soyg, occa- 
fion’d by a glorious Victory obtained 
over ‘Fabin King of Canaan, and ts 
entitled, The Song of Deborah and 
’ Barak : The former was a Prophete/s 
in Z/rael 5, the Jatter by an immediate 
ae j Call from GOD, was General of the 
Army at that Time; and they both did worthily in 
their Places. Deborah was wuly a Mother in I/rael, 
by being a Mother to [/rael; thoughtful and induftri- 
ous, even as a tender Mother, to deliver the People,, 
as. tho” her own Children, from. Oppreffion, and’ to 
fave them from Ruin: Yea, and altho’ it does nat 
appear, that, in the Day of Battle, fhe fought with her ' 
Hand, yet her pious Soul’ was in Exercife, being lifted 
up to GOD in the Heavens, and doubtlels contri- 
buted more by her fervent Prayers to the vanquifhing 
of the Enemy, than Barak by his Martial Weapons ; 
and’ therefore fays fhe, «My Soul thou haft trodden 
down Strength”: Not but that the General acted his 
Part prudencly, and with a Spirit of true Courage, and 
had the Praife of it: And not at that Time only, 
but moreover, he is celebrated by the Author of the 
; s Epiftle 
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Epiftle to the Hebrews, as I/rael’s Deliverer, and a 
Man eminent for his Faith,— And it may not pafs un- 
obferved, that the Governours of Trael offer’d them- 
felves, at that Junéture, to ferve in the War ; and by 
fo doing won the Heart of the Prophetefs, and fhe 
gave GOD the Praife of it; as alfo, becaufe the Peo- 
ple offer’d themfelves fo very willingly. — Particular 
Mention is here made of the feveral Tribes which 
affifted, as Ephraim and Benjamin, Machir and Zebu- 
bn, Ifachar and Napthali: But then, alas! fome there 
were which declin’d-the Service, as Reuben, partly, 
becauife of the Divifions among them, but whether the 
Conteft was, between themfelves, or with the other 
Tribes, is uncertain; and partly, by Reafon of their 
fecular Occafions, or becaufe they chofe ro purfue their 


Own private, ‘rather than to promote the public Inte- - 


Teft: And truly, a contentious, as alfo a covetous and 
worldly Spirit, very often proves the unhappy Occa- 
fion’ of Perfons refufing to lend a Hand to promote 
the public Weal. Dan and Afper allo declined 5 - 
Meroz is efpecially condemned and curfed and the 
Carfe, it feems, took effect, for we read no more of 
it Not, that GOD wanted their help ; No; for rather 


_ than not accomplith his ow ork, ‘ the Stars from 
2 n 2 


Fleaven muft fight in their Courfes’; which may 


"probably refer to the Thunder, Lightning, and Storms 


of Hfail fent at that Time, and on that Occafion: 
Yea, and not the Heavens only, but alfo the Waters 
unter the Heavens, and in particular, the ancient 
River Kijion miniftred to the Salvation of Ifrael, by 
fweeping away and drowning a Multitude of the Ene- 
my, who probably effay’d. to pafs over to the other 
Side, and fo efcape.— And thea, the Prophetefs goes 
on to give fael, her Sifter-Heroe, the Praife:of her 
valorous Act, in putting a ful] End to Sifera’s troubling, 
of Ijrael, by Means of hey deadly Nail and Hammer ; 
And having fpoken’ of the Difappointment, ae 


at the Artillery-Bleétion. 7. 


would thereby enfue to his Mother and the other 
Ladies of the Court, the concludes with a pathetick 
Requeft to GOD, for the like Deftruétion of all his 
Enemies ; and for the Encotrasément and Salvation 
of all true Ifraelites. 

Anp now, O how much does it redound to the 
Honour of this Mother in Ipael, that the difclaimed 
all Right to the Honour of that great Exploit! Ag 
fhe had been firft in the Aétion, fo alfo fhe now leads 


. in the Thank{giving, faying in effect, “ Not unto me, 


Not unto us, but to thy Name, O Lorp, be the 
Glory.” Verfes 2d and 3d, “ Praife ye the Lorn 
for the avenging of Jrael, when the People willingly 
offered them. Hear O ye Kings, give Ear O ye 
Princes, I, even I will fing unto the Lorp, I will 
fing Praife unto the Lorp Gop of Irael.?—— And 
truly, all the People had abundant Reafon, for a long 
Time after, to remember this ViGtory with repeated 
Thank{givings ; for, it not only brought them a pre-. 
fent happy Peace and Quiet, but moreover, the whole 
Land had Reft for the Space of Forty Years. \ 

But Zebulon and Napthali feem to have diftin- 
guifhed themfelves, on that Day, by their Boldnef& 
and Activity: They were the jirft that, offered for 
that Service, moved thereunto, -it’s probable, partly 


' from the Confideration of Barak’s belonging to. one 


of thofe Tribes, wiz. that of Napthali; but much 
more from the Senfe which they had, above any other, 
of the Hardfhip of enduring the Yoke, they lying 
neareft to the Oppreflor: Fhefe People being {pirited 
from above, chofe rather to die like Men, than to-live 
any longer like Vaffals to the vileft of Men; and 
therefore, fir’d with Zeal for GOD, and their Coun- 
tty, they foon lifted into the Service; and being thus 
enter’d, they would not baulk-fo good a Caufe, but i 
the Day of Battle, jeoparded their Lives to the Death 
in the high Places of the Field; or, in the plain and 

: open 
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open Field.—Indeed Barak's Orders were to take Ter’ 
‘Thoufand Men out of thefe two Tribes, and then pro- 
ceed; but becaufe fome out of fome of the other 


Tribes willingly offered themfelves, therefore they ~ 


“were accepted However, Zebulon and Naphtali were 
doubtlefs the Yan-guard, appointed to that Place by 
their General, yea and choofing it rather than any 
other, altho’ the Place of greateft Danger: And be- 
hold, they did not, in the Day of Battle, fhrink bacl 
nor feek to flee, but like Men filled) with heroick 
Courage; pufh’d on,/and having: fet their Faces like a 


Flint, they encounter’d even the Chariots of Iron with- 
out dread of Danger, and difdain’d the King of Ter. “~~ 


rors himfelf in fo juft 4 Caufe.—— It is faid indeed, 
“that they jeoparded their Lives—; but the goodnefg of 
their Caufe made them quite unmindful of ‘their Dan- 
ger, being fully determined either to conquet, or die 
on the Spot. ; 

Anp now, it is obvious to us dll, that this was 


fpoken, and is here recorded, by way of Commenda. ° 


tion to them; that they were thus forward and valorous ; 
and alfo, as a great Favour of GOD to Irael, thar 
they had fuch Men among their Tribes: So that; we 


may take this for our OBSERVATION, 


Tat when a Number of Men do in a juft Caufe, 
and there is urgent Necelfity for it, jeopard their 
Lives to the Death, in behalf of their Country, ir 
affords Matter of Thank/giving unto GOD; and Coz. 
mendation to fuch Men. \ ; : 


Anp our Obfervation will hold true, as to thofe 
who jeopard their Lives upon the mighty Waters, as 
well as to fuch who do fo in the Field of Battle, 


Awnp this may be {poken ‘to, ag, the ‘Time fhalt 
admit, under Four General Heads, 
RTE d 1, Tuan 
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<I. Tuar thé Church and People .of GOD have 
Enemies to Encounter. 
~ II. Ir islawful,and fometimes highly neceflary, for 
the People of GOD, fome of them at leaft, ta 
take up Arms and go forth:to War. 
W1.. A Soldier’s Life ‘is in’ very. great Jeopardy, 
~ efpecially in the Field of Battle. 
- IV. THat when a Number of Men do in a juft 
{ Caufe, and there be ‘Neceffity for it, jeopard their 
Lives to the Death, in behalf of their Country, 
it_affords Matter of Thankfgiving unto GOD, 
and Commendation to fuch Men. 


SomeTuince I fhall fay to Each of thefe; then, offer 
afew Words by way of dddrefs to the honourable 
Artillery Company; and then conclude with fome 
Advice to thofe, who are about to engage in the Spiri- 
tual Warfare under Him whois ftronger than. the 
ftrong Man armed.—— And all with my ufual and 
affected Plainnefs of Speech. 


' Firf, Tue Church and People of GOD have 
Enemies to Encounter. 

» ParkTicuLar Chriftians have their Enemies, and 
meet with their Troubles in‘the World, viz. Perfonal 
Troubles both inward and outward; and fometimes 
Domeltick ‘Troubles of one kind and another, too 
many, yea, and fome of them too bad, to -be-here re- 
cited :—And béfides thefe, the People’ of GOD have 
Oftentimes’ open and profefied Enemies to encounter 5 
fo that the Church on Earth may fitly be ftiled the 
Church ‘militant, to diftinguifh from the Church tri- 
umphant. It is true indeed, GOD’s People do not 
delight in War, or to/breed arid’ continue Strifes with 
their’ Fellow-Mortals; No; but. they are oftentimes 


 gbliged to’ ftrive and fight, to kill or be killed. -. 
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Aw pas for their. Enemies a# this Day, they ate 
fuch as are not only Enemies to their outward Pro/pe- 
#ity, feeking to impoverifh them by preying on their 
Subftance and making Spoil of their Eftates; as alfo, 
Enemies to their Liberty, feeking to captivate and 
fornetimes to retain them in Slavery and cruel Bon- 
dage: But moreover, they are Enemies alfo, to that 
pure and holy Rekgion which they make Profeffion 
of, and. accordingly ufe their utmoft Endeavours to 
bring the true Worfhippers to a falfe Way and Man- 
her of Worfhip, even to pay divine Homage unto 
Creatures not able to help and fave: Yea, they would 
deftroy, if they could, even to the Foundation, fuch 
as-have not their Mark, and do difclaim the Pope's 
Supremacy 5 their Language is much like that of the 
Children of Edom in the Day of Ferufalem’s Trouble 
in Pfal. 137. 7. Rafe it, rafe it even to the Founda. 
tion : And this leads me to fay, that they ate Ene. 
mies to the very Lives of GOD’s People: Their 
tender Mercies are Cruelty, and that the rather, be. 
caufe they are inftruéted, and do embrace it as an 
‘Article of their Creed, That to deftroy Proteftants js 
to do GOD and the Church good Service. 
| Anp truly, not only now, but even all along, the 
Church of GOD. has had her Enemies, namely, the 
Egyptians, the Canaanites, the, Babylonians, the Greciz 
ans, and the Romans, of old:—And’as for the Primi. 
tive Chriftians, they were perfecuted by the Heathen 
Emperors, at no lJefs than Tem feveral Periods; which 


Zz the 


‘ 


; ae the Artillery-EleCtion. ag 
ithe Kingdom of GOD and the: Kingdom of Satan 
‘among Men, commenced from the Day of the firft 
and grand Apoftacy, fo we may. depend upon it, that 
‘as long as there is a Pope in Rome, there will be Days 


. of Trouble’ to the Church of GOD on Earth. 


. Anpv now, If it be enquired, Who it is that ftirs 
wip Men to appear as Enemies to the Church of 
GOD? I reply; That the LORD of Hojts orders and 
ver-rules in this Matter: The Sword is one of . 
GOD’s fore Judgments; and agreably, we often read, 
that it was the LORD who ftirred up one Nation 
and another to vex and difturb his People Tfraels 
And even fo it is at this Day.— But then, it is proper 
ito add, that altho? the Enemies of GOD’s' People 
feek to impoverifh and even to extirpate them, yet, 
the moft High has wife and good Ends herein: Fe 
does it for his own Honour and Glory, to magnify his 
‘Name, and to make glorious his Attributes, and more 
efpecially his Holine/s, for hereby he clearly and aw- 
fully teftifies his Hatred of Sin, and his fore Difplea- 
fare againft Sinners: Alfo at fuch a Time, he takes 


the Opportunity to glorify his Wi/dom and Power in 


preferving his Church amidft fo many Dangers, which 
may well be look’d upon as one of the great Won- 
ders of divine Providence, and even like the Bufh 
burning and yet not confumed: Yea, and I may truly, 
add, that the People of GOD themfelves are wont ta 
glorify him in Days of Adverfity more than at other 
‘Times: In the primitive State of the Chriftian 
Church, which was a Time of much Tribulation, how 
greatly was the Kingdom of Curis? advanced, and 
his intereft promoted in the World, beyond what it 
was when a profperous State came on.— In a Word, 
GOD Almighty’s Intent is not to deftroy his Church, 
No, but rather that the Faith and Patience, Courage 
and Fidelity of his Servants may for a Seafon be 
provid and improy’d, and be found to Praife and 
sass fees AO) on Ke Honour 
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Honour and Glory: And.doubtlefs, the Judge of all 
the Earth: is Righteous in thefe his Difpenfations,. for 
the very beft of Men need. to be purged that’ fo they 
may bring forch more Fruit; and as for the People 
ot COD in general, they ftand in need of Correétion 
in Order to their Reformation.—And_ it may not be 
amiifs to add, that the-glorious God has an Eye herein 
to his People’s Enemies alfo, even: to weaken and 
wefte,; and fometimes. utterly to deftroy. them, or a 
confiderable Branch of their Power. : 
| Hence then we may infer, That External Peace 
and Profperity is nota fure Evidence of a true Church. 
Some have: been too apt to break Charity ‘with 
particular ‘Perfons, becaufe they have: been exercifed 
with many and grievous afflictions in the: World; 
Fob’s Friends (for. Inttance) were inclined to .cenfure 
‘and even condemn ‘him. on this very Account, but 
they were upon.a wrong Foundation, and were foon 
‘convinced of it: And-truly, it was Matter of Stum- 
bling tothe holy Pfalmif, to obferve, that, ordinarily, 
good People had a larger Share of Trouble difpenfed 
to them than others had, ‘¢ until he went into the 
Sanétuary of GOD, where he foon underftood: what 
was to be the End of the wicked, namely, that they 
were ‘exalted, that fo their Fall might be the more 
grievous and infamous”? — And as ic isa Truth with 
refpeét to particblar Perfons, that the Righteous may 
be in Adverfity, and the Wicked in Profperity, foalfo- 
as to Societies; and’ therefore, a true Church may be 
affli&tediand perfeeuted, and ‘even almoft deftroyed ; 
and at the fame. Time, ‘a falfe Church may be in great 
Power and Splendor, — If we review. the State of the 
Church of GOD under thé Old Teftament, how. Fe- 
quently and how grievoufly was fhe afflicted, Pals 
¥29. 1, 2, 3. “Many a Time have they aftited: 
nie from) my Youth: may. Ifrael now’ fay ; many-a: 
Time have they: afilited ‘me from. my. Youth, =the 
is. sheng aE ‘ Plowers 
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Plowers plowed:upon my Back, they made long their 
‘Furrows.” Ard fo, if we'confider again the State 
of the Church’under the New Teftament, we fhall find, 
that many @ Fime ‘° fhe was killed all the Day tong, 
and, for CuRistT’s fake, was counted as Sheep fer the 
“Slaughter.” The Primitive Chriftians (tho? in Reality, 
‘the Belt, yet) were reprefented. to the World’as the 
every worft) of Men, and accordingly, unto them *was 
given the mioft barbarous Treatment; fo that’ the 
Continuance of the*true* Chriftian Religion: down to 
this Day, deferves,. as' was belore noted, to’ be look’d 
upon asa ftanding Miracle: Yea, when we revolve in 
our: Minds, how Earth and Hell: combin’d, what a 
mighty Force was. raifed, what Books: were’ written, 
and: what Laws were made; .againft the Church; even 
in:its Infancy; we muft needs fay, It is the: Lorn’s 
doing that fhe is preferved, and it ought to be-mar- 
vellous:in. our Eyes: Behold, ‘¢ This:is: GOD’s He- 
-ritage,-which' hath: been’as'a fpeckled Bird, :and which 
all. the Birds! round about have been, and {ftill are, 
‘againft :. Nor may: the Church expect to be at Reft 
for any confiderable Space of Time: together, until 
the Man of Sin be taken out of the Way. 
indeed, it was the Expeétation of the generality of 
GOD’s .ancient People, that the Kingdom of the 
Mefiab« would be a:Temporal Kingdom, attended 
swith worldly Pomp and Power, and: that all: Nations 
would, {peedily after his appearing, be fubdued under 
him, and that there would be and continue to be a 
univerfal Peace; and not only fo, but:moreover, that 
the: People of the-Fews would be Chief and Princefs 
among the! Nations: But, this was’ no other than a 
vain Dream, for altho’ it is true, thar there was an 
yniverfal Peace inthe Empire when the true Mefiab 


was born, and therefore the Temple of Janus was ~ 


then fhut;° yet, our Saviour himfelf exprefly: faid, 
si My Kingdom js not of this World, and ee 
pas. his 


True’ 
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shis Difciplés, faying, * Think not that I am-come'to 
Mend Peace,” i, e. External Peace and Profperity.: 
“Yea, and he foretold, <‘ that there would be great 
Commotions among the Nations, Wars, and Rumours 
of Wars,” which Predi&tion of his has been fince 
abundantly verified, and is fo at this Day.—- Away 
then with that falfe Pofition, namely, That External 
Peace and Grandeur is a fure Note of the true 
Church :—And let not any vainly imagine, that by 
lifting under Curisr’s Banner, they fhall. be exempt 
from) outward Troubles, or get out of the reach of 
-perfecuting, Foes; No, No; for fays our Saviour, 
‘sin the World you fhall have Trouble” and «* who. 
foever will come after me, let him; deny himfelf, and 
take up his Crofs and follow me: Chriftians mug 
expect not only inward and:fpititual, -byt alfo outward 
and bodily Troubles, even Troubles from the World 
as well as from the Flefh'and Devil: Which I here 
mention, not to difcourage any of you from walking 
in the right Ways of the Lorp, but: that you may 
not be furprized when. fuch Days of Trouble come 
6n, and to defert that good Caufe which you profef 
to efpoufe: Your beft way is to expeét and prepare 
for Troubles of one kind and another, that fo you 
‘may glorify GOD in and under them, and may alfo 
fea glorious Iffue of the fame; thatis, either be deli_ 
wer'd from them to your own fpiritual Advantage, or 
be deliver’d Zy them out of the reach of all Evils 
_ both moral and pznal.— Which leads me to fay, Ohi! 
‘How much more defireable is Heaven than Earth) 
And, Oh! how ardently fhould the Saints of the moft 
High long to be there, and be giving all’ Diligence 
to make their Calling and Eleétion fure! You may 
tbe fure that there are no Contefts theres No; for the 
Anhabitants of that better Country are cordial Friends 
fo one another, and unfeignedly delight-in each others 
Society. Thete is nothing at all to_ ate - oF 
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difturb. you in that holy Mountain, nay, but there is 
Fulnefs of Joy and Pleafures evermore; and good 
Reafon for it, feeing the Saints fhall be perfeét in Hos 
linefs, and be confirm’d in that State, ae 


T proceed now to the : ieaatuasl dl ‘ 
Second genetal Head, viz. That it is lawful, and: 
‘fometimes highly neceffary, for the People of 
GOD, fome of them at leaft, to take up Arms 
and go forth to War. ' min 
J nave not Time to prove this at large, neither 
is there fo much Need of it, feeing it has been fufi- 
ciently done in your hearing; on the like Occafion, at 
one’ Time and another’: ‘And therefore, I fhall fay in 
a few Words only :—And, : : 
Tuat it is a Thing awful on fome Occafions ta ~ 
go forth to War, is undeniable ; inafmuch as: we nor 
only find the People of GOD fo doing in Days of 
old, but moreover; that they were direéted'and com= 
manded by the moft High himfelf to do fo: I fup- 
pote Tneed not ftand to cite Texts of Scripture for 
the Proof of this; any Child that has read the Hifto- 
rical Part of the Holy Bible can’t but know that 
there are very many to this Purpofe:’ Neither:is it 
counter-manded by any Text in the New-Teftament. 


And ; ; { 
ies only is it awful, but fometimes highly. ze- 
ceffary to gO forth to War; namely, that fo the Peo-. 
ple of GOD may preferve and defend the pure Wor- 
fhip of GOD among themfelves againft bold Corrup- 
ters: As alfo, that they may deliver fuch as are perfe~ 
cuted for Righteoufnefs fake from violent Oppreffors s 
And it is even fometimes neceffary for the recovering, 
and fo for the defending of Lands and ‘Goods, bue 
rather for the defending of Lives and Liberties, and 
the recovering of Captives:—But then, when-ever.we 


‘sake up Arms, either for the Defence op the Recovers 
¢ ‘ F en si pase 
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of our Cities and’ People, we fhould learn to confider 
them not only as ours, but as the Cities and ‘People of 
our-GOD. : 

YEA, it may befometimes neceffary for People to 
take up Arms againft their own Country-men; 1 mean, 
againft fuch as go about to deftroy the pure Religion, 
and: to introduce'and impofe the worfhipping of fale 
‘Gods.—Alfo, againft fuch as refift public Juftice, or 
thofe.who will not deliver up, but’ protect; notorious 
Offenders, and fo prevent. their: receiving condign 
Punifhment; for, fuch Perfons ate Enemies to a 
Country or Nation, and-deferve to be treated as 
fach: And it was for this.Reafon that the other Tribes 
‘in [frael made War with Benjamin, yea, and they had 
Warrant from GOD himfelf to do fo. — A }fo foch: 
as wickedly rebel againft their lawful-Prince, and tr 
to dethrone him, are :to be fubdued by sRorde y 
Arms: And for this Reafon’ King David made Wa, : 
firft againft [/bbofbeth and his Party ; and afterWaide 
againft his Son’ Ab/olom and: thofe that adher'd to hi . 
=—And in a Word, this is neceffary, when a Nation 
cannot otherwife.preferve or recover its jatt Rights ; 
and. more efpecially, ) when. the. Enemy is more bold 
and. daring than common, and threatneth fpeedily to 
wafte and deftroy,.and there.is Information given of a 
mighty Hoft either come, or coming forth ‘on, that 
Defign. ; 

Bur without thefe, or: fome ‘of thefe: Grounds ana 
Reafons, the People of GOD may not, as I. conceive. 
take up Arms for’ War: The Provocation muft be 
juft, and the Call of Providence clear, otherwife, by. 
making War, People.take a ready Courfe to bring; 
Mifchief upon themfelyes: even as King Yofiab, tho? 
a very good Man, yet was flain in Battle Ae his: 
Artny routed, when he to ra/bly engaged’ againtt- 


Pharaob-necho, Who shad neither done, nor defigned 


him any wrong. . 


AND 
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_ Ax to what has been’ faid it may be proper to 
add, That it belongs to the Heads and Rulers of a 
People to make and appoint a War: Men in a pri- 
vate Capacity plainly tranfgrefs if they pretend to 
make a War, or knowingly do any Thing which 
Jeadeth thereunto, contrary to the Commandment, or 
without the Knowledge, of their Civil Rulers; That 
is to fay, unlels thofe Rulers do fo violate their Oath, 
as to become a People’s avowed Enemies, and do 
very apparently join with fuch as feek their Ruin: 
For, altho’ I conftantly teach ‘* Submiffion to thé 
King as Supreme, and unto the Governour as unto 
him that is fent,” yet, I fee no Reafon to exhort Peo- 
le to. paflive Obedience, and Non-Refiftance, in the 

atmo Latitude of the fame. sid 
» AnD now, from what has been faid, we may fee 
the Miftake of fuch, who affirm that every kind of 
War is unlawful :7They chiefly urge the Sixth Com- 
gmandment for the Proof of their Affertion ; but as I 
conceive, this is not at all to the Purpofe; for doubt- 
lefs, the Intent of that Law is to prevent our killing 


an honeft Man, for his Money’s fake, and the like’; 


qs alfo, our Mlaying a Perfon privately, becaufe of fome 


“Wrong which he has done us, for the Magiftrate is 


GOD’s Minifter to execute Judgment—— And, ina 
Word, This Presept was given in order to preferve 


‘and maintain humane Society, by being tender of 


each other’s Lives; but was never underftood by the 
Church of GOD as enjoining them to {pare the Lives 
of fuch, who evidently feek to deftroy their Comforts. 
and their Lives too; for indeed, this would be, in 
effeét, to deftroy themfelves—But then, it may not 
be thought amifs for me toadd, That as ircannot be 
reafonably fuppos’d, that a Prote/ant Prince will have 
Recourfe to. the Sword until ‘all other Remedies fail ; 
fo neither is it confiftent with our holy Religion, for 
People to profecute a, ve with a Spirit oer. 
“= *, b ani 
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and Hatred; and as tho’ we took delight in difpatcli- 
ing, Souls, unprepar’d for it, into Eternity. Violent 
Invaders and barbarous Oppreffors may be punifhed, 
1 and put to Death too, but then all this fhould 
without Rancour and Malice in the Hearts of the 
Conquerors : “Nay, we ought fo far to love even our 
open Enemies, as to accept of any reafonable Capitu- 
lation : yea, and fo as (fuppofe we are oblig’d'to pro+ 
ceed to Battle, then) to pray, that if any fall by our 


Hands, that GOD would be pleafed to have Mercy 
on them, i - 


Thirdly, THE next generat Head is, that a Sole 

: cially in the Field of Battle. 

ip _is very true indeed, that every Man‘%s Life ; 
expofed, and that continually ; for ae have site He 
forfeited our very Lives as well a the Comforts of the 
fame: The Wages of Sin is Death, and it is of the 
Lorp’s Mercies that we are not all confum’d Bears 


this Day ; even becaufe he delighteth not in the Death - 


of Sinners, but’ waiteth that he may be ‘eraci 

t ci 
Many, many Dangers does the moft High neice 
out of; yea, and doubtlefs, many which at prefent we 


upon our Prefervation inthe World as a Wonder of 


divine Goodnefs, and to give GOD the Praife of if 
a 


and ftudy to live to his Glory. Oh! feeing we |; 
from Day to Day on the Hae of hie Baas 
fet us live to his Glory, and not give him Reafon fill 
-fo complain of us, that although ‘he has nourifhed 
and brought us up, yet we rebel againft him.” Surely 
i becomes and concerns ys all to be humble. cone 
fiant and fincere in the Way of Well-doing, and 
always upon out Watch, as not knowing, at hat Ficue 
our Lory will come: Ttis a prefumptuoys boafting; 
oF to Morrow, that Occafions Sinners, to delay their 
‘ a) i pos 3 Re= 


dier’s Life is in very great Jeopardy, and efpe- 


are not at all fenfible of; we ought therefore to ioe : 
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Repentance, yntil they have neither Heart nor Gppor- 
tunity for it. 4 ‘ 

Bur then, all will grant that fome Men’s Lives 
are more expofed than others, and, thefe at fome 


“Times more than at others ; "and a Soldier’s Life in 


particular, and that more efpecially in the Field of , 
Battle. This isa Time when many, very many are 

flain, and one feems to be in hazard as well as ano» 

ther: The P/alm#t, moft probably, confider’d himfelf 

in the Quality of a Soldier, and as a Mar of War, 

when he faid as in Pfal. 119. 109. My Soul is conti- - 
nually in mine Hand. Q.D. There is but a Step be- 
tween me and Death; and I look upon my Life to 
be in as great Danger, ‘‘ as a valuable Treafure is of 
being violently taken away, which a Man carries in 
bis Hana :? And yet, this Man of GOD did not ex- 
pire, either in the open Field, or by the Treachery 
of a diffembling Courtier, but in his Bed, and amidft 
his Friends: But, alas! Who can fay, how many 
Thoufands, and Ten Thoufands, have come to their End 
by the Sword; fome difpatch’d in a Moment, and 


_ ethers foan giving up the Ghoft by Reafon of their .- 


smortal Wounds. © 

Bu I need not ftand upon the Proof of fo evident 
a Truth; and therefore fhall only add a few ufetul 
Reflections, and then proceed. And, ryt 

1. THs teaches us that fuch Men are. diftingui/bingly 
favour’d, whofe Lives are preferv’d in the Day of 
Battle: They and their Friends with them fhould pay 
a very grateful Acknowledgment to the Preferver of 


_ Men, not only for what Exploit may have been done 


by their own and other Men’s Hands, but alfo for 
chat Prefervation and Deliverance, which they in 


particular have experienced, Oh! never learn ta fay 
after the Manner of the Heathen, viz. It was our 


ood fortune to efcape with our Lives; hut extol the 
a Seok Or ial ig Name 
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Wame of GOD, and! fhout forth his Praifes, becaufe 


he hath covered your Heads in the Day of Battle,, 


And, 


2h Hence let Soldicts be prevailed with to realize 
their Danger before they go forth to War. You 
may not imagine, that you are going, at fuch a Time, 


only to take a Walk, or a Voyage; nor that the Ex. 


*pedition will be no other than a pleafant Diverfion; 
Nay,—but expeét to mect with-Hardfhips, and con- 
fider well not only the Fatigue, but alfo the Hazard ; 
and be perfwaded ‘* to fer both Floufe and Hfeart in 
Order, as not knowing bit you may die and not live.» 
Yea, and while you are i the Service, keep upa 
lively Senfe of your Danger; and indulge not (like 
many others) a fecure, heedlefS Frame of Spirits but 
very often, and in the moft humble Manner, reficn 
your Lives into the Hands of your Redeemer: and 


2 


not your Lives only, but even your very Souls com. 


mit to him in the Exercife of Repentance towards . 


GOD, and of Faith in our Lorp Jesus Curisp: 
= > 


earneftly entreatine, that they, when-ever call°d for, 


may {ze his Salvation; And in an bumble Expeétas 
tion of the fame, ** be of good Courage, and play the 
Men, for your People and for the ~Cities of your 
GOD, and the LORD ‘do that which thall feem good 
in his Sight.” wae 

» Anp Jet me go on to fay, Oh! how very défireable 


is it, that even aif fuch as go forthto War be Sobers | 


minded Perfons? Soldiers fhould not only labour 

* to be fatistied, that a War be begun and profecuted 
on juft Grounds, (or at leaft, that the Grounds be not 

uojatt and oppreffive) and then be willing to go forth 
in the Service 37 but moreover, they ought to ‘be giving: 

all: Diligence that they may be aéfually -prepartd for 

Death. Say not, this'isto a@ the Part of Cowards¢ 

For truly, i isnot only the Way to die an Peaces: 

= bug 


at the Artillery-EleGtion. 22 


but moreover, it is the very beft Courfe to become 
valiant in fighting: The good Man, ceteris paribus, 
will certainly make the beft Soldier; fo then, all 
fuch as would be good Soldiers let them become 
eood Men that is, let them repent of their Sins, and 
make their Peace with GOD, and. War againft their 
Tufts, becaufe thefe war again{t their Souls; for fuch 
as thefe are (as I faid) moft likely to be truly valiant 
jn Battle. Death, you know, is ftyled the King of 
‘Terrors; well then, he who can with fome Comfort 
look Death in the Face, needs not much fear the 
facing of any other Enemy: The religious Heroes who 
were very famous for Exploits, became (as is obferv’d 
in Heb. x1.) valorous and yictorious by Faith: For, 
«this emboldens Men’s Minds by . looking unto 
Things not feen, and by deriving Strength from 
above; yea, and it.engages the Lorp of Hofts on 
their Side.” . mer : 
_ Awp faffer me to add, That as I am fully per- 
fwaded, that neither our gracious Sovereign, nor his 
Excellency our Governour, will knowingly honour 
any Man with a Commiffion, who is. voted among 
Men for perfifting in fome foul Immorality; fo ¥ 
fhould think, it highly concerns all fuch Gentlemen, 
who fhall receive, or have received Commiffions for 
rofecuting the War, to fee to it likewife, that they 
don’t (if poffible to prevent it) admit any of the afore- 
faid feandaloys Charaéter to ferve as Soldiers under 
them; or, if they be admitted, then to oblige them 
to reform their Manners, ‘‘ and for this End, if 
Lenitives will not anfwer, then to difpenfe the Cor- 
zifives of Martial Difcipline 5” and this not only in 
Picy to fuch Men, but alfo in Kindnefs to the whole 
Company or Army; left GOD Almighty be pro- 
yok’d by Reafon of the Offences of thofe bold Tranfs 
reffors; and their Commander’s Connivance at the 
fame, t eliver all upto the Will: of the Fara 
et “ 3 & 
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We find in Job. 7. That the Hoft of Irael. was put 
to Flight before the Men of 4 becaufe of the Tref- 
pais of Achan: True indeed, hig Trefpafs was great, 
for it’ was Sacrilege, which is the converting to a 
private Ufe, that which is devoted to the Glory of 
GOD; but then, this Sin of his was unknown to 
Fofaua, and moft probably to the People too, and yet 
they were forced to flee before their Enemies. Is it 
reafonable then. to expeét, that fuch Commanders fhall 
profper, who are fully acquainted with the foul Tranf- 
grefiions of thefe and thofe private Soldiers, and that 
they per/yt therein, and yet admit them to join in Bat. 
tle againft the Enemy. ~ 
Peruars you'll fay, if this Doétrine be received 
‘ we fhall have but few Soldiers indeed: To which [ 
reply, that if a due Care was taken about this Matter. 
it would moft probably promote a Reformation of 
Manners both in the Army and Navy, and be a 
Means of Reftraint unto many Perfons, and to thofe 
at leaft who delight in nothing fo much as to ferve in 
the Wars: And as for fuch who refufe to be re. 
formed, what great Matter of Service can be expected 


from them? Will not a few Men under the Smiles” 


of Heaven, do far greater Exploits. than ten times 
that Number, who (the moft of them) by their bold 


Tranfgreffions, are continually bidding “Defiance ta 


Heaven it felf ? 
' Aw the Truth is, it becomes and concerns: even 
"a whole Land, before the Hoft goeth forth to “War, 
to humble themfelves, and turn to the LORD, and 
to implore the Pardon of their Sins, and the divine 
Prefence to be vouchfafed to their Forces; and other- 
wife hot to carry them hence, It is worthy of our 
Obfervation, “* That the Men of Irael were defeated 
in their fir? and /econd Battle with the Benjamites, but in 
the third Engagement they obtain’d a compleat Victo- 
ry 3 for HOW at lat, they: came up to their Dury 
ee “ ie : which 


ae 


at the Artillery-Eleation: ag 
which they had before negleGted : Indeed, they had 
before enquired of the LORD, Wo faall go up firft ? 
And then again, Shall we go up? But the Third Time 
they fajted and prayed, and implored the divine Fa- 
vour, and then they had the defired Succefs.? And 
doubrlefs, the People of GOD fhould alfo, in thee 
Days, feek, and continue to feek, his Face in the Ways 
of his Appointment, as they would expeé his Pre- 
fence to be with them.——A People’s Caufe may be 
good, and their Number great, but altho? they have 


' both Right and Strength on their Side, yet thefe may. 


not be depended upon, to the Negleét of the Duty of 
feeking, in the moft folemn Manner, the Prefence 


and Favour of the moft High. Certainly, we have 


abundant Reafon to humble our felves before GOD, 

becaufe our Nation and Land, and our felves among 

others, have provoked Him to ftir up a Nation of 
fo mean‘a Charaéier, * to difturb and impoverifh us at 

the Rate they do: And O! that our Days of Prayer 

with Fafting, may be always duly attended, as know- 

ing, we have to do with that GOD who will not be 

mocked, and who hearkens whether Perfons {peak 

aright; that is to fay, whether each one for himfelf 
enquireth, faying, What have J done? And then . 
breaketh off from Sin, and cafteth away his Trani- 

greffions, and. returneth unto the LORD. Oh! thar 

there were fuch an Heart in us! ‘‘ Then would GOD 

quickly fubdue our Enemies, and turn his Hand 

againft our Adverfaries; but our Times would en- 

dure.” 

Comz we now to the : 
Fourth and Jaft general Head, viz. That when a 


Number of Men do, in a juft Caufe, and there be , 


Neceffity for it, jeopard. their Lives to the Death, 
in 


SS Re 
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in Behalf of their Country, ic affords Matter of 
Thankfgiving unto GOD, and Commendation to fuch 
Men. 


r. Tuts is Matter of Commendation unto fuch 
Men. True indeed, it cannot be a pleafant Exercife, 
in it felf confider’d, to any, but only thofe who are 
loft to the common Principles of Humanity, to de- 
ftroy their Fellow-Creatures: But yet, for Perfons to 
engage in Battle with an Eye to the Will and Glory 

of GOD, and for the Prefervation of a Town or 
Country, this is Praife-worthy: They take, as we 
fuppofe, the moft proper and effectual Method to 
fecure and defend the Liberties, Properties, and what- 


foever elfe is precious unto a People: And without - 


Doubt, ‘all will readily acknowledge, That’ when fome 
particular Perfons from among, themfelves, do wz/- 
lingly offer to expofe ‘and jeopard their Lives, “for. 
thofe good Ends and Confiderations, they do worthily 
in their Day. find as this has a direét Tendency 
to preferye a Country from Ruin, and to prolong the 
Lives and Liberties of the People, fo alfo to extir- 
pate the Enemy ; or at leaft to fubdue them: fo far a8 
‘to bring them to fubmit to proper Terms, 

Anp if I may be allow’d to make a particular 


Mention of the Aboriginal Natives, who have at one’ 


Time. and another, from Géneration to Generation, 
«ven compelled the People of this Land to take up 
» Arms againft them: There is (as I conceive) no Me- 
thod fo likely to fubdue, or to humble them, as 7 
' March forth in Queft of them; for, by fo doing, they 
are not only prevented coming into our Towns, and 
flaughtering, or captivating the Inhabitants, and mae 
king Spoil of their’ Goods; but moreover, they be= 
come weary of their-ufual Places of Refort, and find-. 
ing that they can be no where fecure, they are there= 
fore under'a Neceflity to petition for Peace.——And 
we 
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we may be fure, that /uch Men as fhall (having pro- 
‘per Encouragement) voluntarily offer themfelues for 


this Service, if there be again Occafion for it, (which 
we pray GOD to forbid !) are moft likely to trace the 
Enemy carefully, and fight them valiantly: And the 
Truth of all this, I think, appears from the Inftance 
of the brave Lovewext and his refolute Soldiers, in 
the laft Indian War, whole Activity and Courage, T 
doube not, was what, under Heaven, brought that 
War to.a Period. 


2. Anp as it is Matter of Commendation to fuch 
Men, fo alfo, and. indeed much more, of Thank/giving 
unto Geds for furely, it is He who inclines and fpirits 
them unto this difficult and dangerous Service: Yea, 
and it looks like avery fignal Smile of Providence 
upon a Land, when a Number of its Inhabitants are 
fo difpos’d: It may be oped that the moft High has 
not determin’d fpeedily to abandon fuch a Country, 
and to give it up to the Will of the Enemy; but 
that there is Mercy ftill 7 Re/érve for fuch a People. 

-BuT I need not enlarge.—Only let me add a few 
Words by Way of Improvement: And here, 


1. Learn that fuch Men are worthy. of Blame, 


who after they have engaged in this Service do defert 


and forfake it: Much better it is not to enter upon 
it, than afterwards to abfcond, and fo relinquifh the 
Service of GOD and their Country. 


2. Luis alfo teaches us, “That it is juft Matter of 
Lamentation, when fuch Men as offer themJélves to this 
kind of Service, are either flain in Battle, or taken 
off in the Camp by fome fatal Malady: They de- 
ferve that Honour from their Country, even that their 
Fall be lamented: The Lols thereby fuftained is con- 
fiderable, and yery: ungrateful as well as: ftupid are 
es : D fuch 
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fach a People, who do not forrowfully refent it: 
And 1 with, we may not have many fuch Deaths 
_ @er long to mourn over *. And further, 


3. WHAT we have heard may afford /ome Satif- 
faction of Mind to thofe among us, who have been, 
or may be, in this Way, bereaved of defireable Re- 
Jatives: It thould be fome Alay to your Grief, to 
confider, that thefe your departed Friends died in the 
Service of GOD ‘and their Country, and therefore 
died honourably, and will be remembred with Re- 
Apes, as their Country’s Friends and Benefactors: 
Yea, and if they were good Chriftians, then the 
LORD of Hofts himfelf will gracioufly reward their 
Defires and Endeavours to ferve his Caufe, and to 
advance his Intereft in the World. S 


, 4. WHat we have heard may alfo teach us, That 
at is but juft and reafonable, that fuch as tarry at 
Hlome be Zelpful, all the Ways they can, to thofe 


who go forth to War,—And jally in thefe 
two Ways, viz. 4 ne fees y 


(1.) By Prayer to GOD on their Behalf. We are 
obliged by the Bonds both of Nature and Religion 
to pray one for another; but in a peculiar Manner 
for thofe of our Friends, who voluntarily hazard their 
Health, their Limbs, and even their very Lives, in 
the Country’s’ Service : Pray therefore for them, that 
the LORD would go forth with them, to direét and 
fafe-guard them, and to make them both valorous and 
victorious: We inay nop depend on. their Conduct 


and Courage, their Ny: i U 
ut feek to engage Number and Strength; No, No; 


‘ th ° Tra 
and if he be for us, w LORD of Hofts on our Side 5 


’» Who can be againit us? This is 
a 


” F Preached a¢ the 
fait, 


——— 
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a fafe, a cheap, and eafy Way of helping them, and 
even the Handmaids of the LORD may in this Re- 
fpeét be very helpful in a Time of War. And 
truly, we fhall all be very unkind to our Soldiers, 
yea, and toour felves too, if we either neglect or trifle 
jn this Exercife. And, 


(2.) We muft reform our Mannef$ as well as 
ray. for Succefs. See for this, Deut. 23. 9. When 
the Hoft goeth forth againft thine Enemies, then keep 
thee from every wicked Thing: Not then only, but 
then without fail: Not fome only, but all the People 
are hereby enjoined to keep themfelves, not from 
fome only, but from every wicked Thing. —— And 
it concerns ws al, at tbis Day, carefully to obferve it, 
left GOD be provok’d to give the Vietory to our. 
Enemies. A Time of War, we all fay, fhould be a 
Time of Reformation; and truly, we may not other- 
wife expect the holy One of Jrael to hear and 
anfwer our Prayers for Succefs, (1 Sam. 7. 3.) Is it 
not our With, that GOD would be gracioufly prefent 
with our Brethren and Neighbours in the. prefent 
War? But now, we do not ina /witable Manner de- 
fire this Thing, and our Prayers are no better than 
Mockery, unlefs we put away Iniquity far from our 
Tabernacles, and alfo endeavour every one to keep 
himfelf from his own Iniquity: Our Sins (Sirs!) are 
our moft deadly Enemies; thefe war againft our own 
Souls; yea, and they are GOD’s Enemies too, and 
confequently to repent of them, and to return unto the 
LORD, is the very beft Way to profper; for, as 
King David acknowledged, ‘* Thine, O LORD, is 
the Greatnefs, and the Power, and the Victory.”—— 
And if there be any other Way wherein we can fhow 
Kindnefs to fuch as are already gone, or that ma 
hereafter go forth in this Service, whether by fend- 
4ng afrehh Recruit.of Men, or of Provifions, or by 
Zh D2 ~~ ~ — miniftring 
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miniftring Relief to the fick and wounded, and the 


‘dike; ©! let us not be wanting herein, but readily 
embrace the Opportunity; for both Humanity. and 
Juftice demand it of us,—And as for their being well 
rewarded, our honoured Rulers will not be Strait 
handed in that Article: And Oh! that Heaven may 
gracioufly recompenfe them infinitely above what is in 
the Power. Giphan to do! To proceed, 


5. Ir fuch do.well who freely jeopard their Lives 
when there is juft Occafion: for it, then it is nor ad- 
vifeable for any of us to go about to diftourage fich as 
offer themfelves, and are fuitably qualified for this Ser. 
“vice: By thofe that are fuitably qualified, I intend 
fuch as are capable ‘of weighing. Matters, and actin x 
prudently, and who, being, Perfons of a {trong eae 
titution, are likely to undergo the Hardthips of th 
Service, and who are Men of Courage and A&tivit a 

? 


and are ftronely inclined to-this kind of Service ; sri a 


efpecially, if they are alfo Releious Men: 

fuch as are not bred to War é the Peano and 
not be dilcourag’d from going forth on this Ocealiot 
they being {pirited for fuch above any other Service, 
and having obrain’d a competent Degree of Skill for 
that End, alfo able to endure Hardnefs ; and deferving 
the good Character of Sober-minded Perfons ; Thus, 
Deborah in our Context, Verle 14, takes particular 
Notice, that out of Zebulon came thofe-to Battle, who 
bandled the Pen of the Writer. And in a Word, to 
difcourage {nitable Perfons from going forth on fuch 
an Occafion, is to prefer a private before the public 
Jnrereft, which is a Thing that may not be indulged: 
Yea,..and tender Parents have fometimes a Call to 
deny, themfelves in this Article; as, when their Sons 
Gifcover that they have a ‘very great’ Inclination ta 
this kind of Service ;— Ang yet, IT. would take the 
Opportunity to fay unto Cpildren who are fo eine 

ve Bins aa 14 
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-that Y-cannot advife: you, to) break away;, contrary, to 


your Parents Mind: If they cannot be prevailed with 
to give their Confent, I fhould. think you had: better 
deny. your felves, and by fo doing, honour your Fa- 
ther and Mother, who ate the Inftruments of your 
Being, and by whom; under GOD, you. have: been 
alfo nourifhed' and brought up. > 


6. and Jaftly, 1 thall offer a few Words by Way of 
Direttion to fuch as. may hereafter offer themfelves to 
be improv’d in this Service. And, 


(1.) BE free and voluntary in this Matter: Not 
only pretend to it, but.be fo in:the Sight of him who 
fearcheth all. Hearts: It is not proper to: go forth 
meerly to gratify fome particular Friend or Acquain- 
tance of yours, but let your own Spirits be free and 
chearful in this Affair, that you may. be properly 
Voluntiers, and be reckon’d by Heaven as fuch. We 
read, ‘© that the LORD loveth the chearful Givers? . 
or, him who chearfully difpofeth of Part of his Sub- 


ftance to pious andcharitable Ufes ; how much more, 


the Man who chearfully hazards his Life in the Ser- 
vice of GOD and his Country——And it may be 
proper here to add, That fuch Men as are pointed 
out by lawful Authority, and pref by Order of the 


. fame, to go forth in this Service, they fhould not 


only,.either go themfelves, or provide others to ga 
dn their Room, but they fhould do it willingly; tor 
they ought to look on themfelves as call’d by. Provi- 
dence to affift in the War, either in Perfon or by 
Proxy; and therefore may not’ fo much as in their 
Hearts decline the Service, left they expofe themfelves 
¢o that bitter Curfe denounced in our Context, againft 
fuch as came not to the Help of the LORD againft 


qe mara 
(2:) Ger 
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© (@.) Get well arm’d, as alfo well inftra@ed in 
the Arts of War.— Be well armd with Inftruments 


proper for the Service: Counfel and Strength for War 
are not enough without Weapons of War. We find 


in our Context, Verfe 8. That there was not Shield or . 


Spear feen among Four Thoufand in Tfrael: And it was 
. doubtlefs Policy in their Oppreffors thus to difarm 


them, well knowing that unarmed Men are quite un-— 


fit for Service, and an eafy Prey to the Enemy: 
And, let your Armour be Armour of Proof, fach as 
you know to be’ good by your own Experience; and 
fuch as you are ufed to, and fo can the more readily 
manage it. And labour to be expert in handjin: 

your “Weapons ; fkilful and dexterous, that {o you 
may be able the better to defend your felves, and 
annoy your Adverfaries. And I may not omit to 
advife you, to'get well acquainted with - the Way and 
Manner of the Enemy which you are to encounter, 
and bow they: commonly manage their Battles, whe: 
ther in the plain and open Field, or elfe by lurkin 
in Swamps, and behind the ‘Trees of the Woods, 
watching for an Opportunity to difcharge unexpected.. 
Jy upon-you ; that fo your Conduét may be agrea- 
ble.—And I fhall (till further add, That what Nation’ 
foever you fhall be called. forth to oppofe and war 
againft, you may not imagine that Stratagems of War 
are unlawful. We find in that fore-cited 20th Chap- 
ter of Fudges, “ That notwith{tanding GOD. had 
Biven to Trae. an Affurance of Succefs, yet, they 
were hot remifs and negligent, nay, but improv’d 
the beft of their Skill for the effecting of what GOD 
had promifed: In ithe two firft Engagements they 
thought it néedlefS to yf any Art, or to form any 
Stratagems but the shirg Time they made Ufe of 
fome Policy,, for they fet Lyers in wait, and Jaid-an 
Ambuth, and fo gain’d the Point, even as ‘their Fa> 
thers had gain’d Ai, and that by. divine Direétion’ 

t00, 
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too.” Fos. 8. So that Piety and warlike Policy do 
very well confift together, and may not be look’d 
upon as preventive or fubverfive of each other. 


(3.) Put your Truft in the Hope of Yrael and the 
Saviour thereof. Truft in him to lead you forth and 
infpire you with Courage; to teach your Hands to 
War, and to cover your Heads in the Day. of Battle; 
and to, grant you the defired Succefg. Tho’ you be 


- ever fo well armed, yet truft not in your Armour; 


and tho’ ever fo well inftruéted in the Arts of War, 
and fully acquainted with the Manner of the Enemy 
as to their Way of Fighting, yet do not truft to your 
own Skill; and tho’ ever fo void of Fear, yet truft~ 
not to your own Prowefs and Courage ; and fuppofe 
your Leaders, as alfo your Fellow-Soldiers be ever 
fo expert and valorous, yet do not place your Confi- 
dence in thems ‘‘ For it is better to truft in the 
LORD than to put Confidence in Men, yea, than to ‘ 
to put Confidence in Princes.” I befeech you £0 
realize, that there is abfolute Neceffity of the divine 
Conduff to lead and guide an Army, and fo-alfo a. 
Navy, in fuch an important Affair 5 for what is even 
an Achitophel but a Fool,-and what is his Counfel bur 
Foolifhnefs, when GOD hideth Counfel from him? 
Yea, and there needs the divine Prefence alfo to 
ke then Men’s Hands and to encourage their Hearts 
fr ne Day of Battle, becaufe they have neither 
Seng nor Courage at Command ; Self-Confidence 


therefore is but vain Confidence, ** and he that truft- 


in himfelf is a Fools yea, curfed is the Man that 
ee Na, and that maketh Fleth his Arm 5 
put blefféd is the Man. that trufteth in the LORD, and 
whofe Hope the LORD is.”—In a Word, you muft 
Jabour (as I faid before) to be well accoutred and in- 
gructed for War, but yet, think not that ee Gun 
4 j . = it 

or your Sword fhall fave you; No; but w ben 5 


32 “A SERMON 
March, let your Truft be in GOD to direct your 


Path, and to fafe-guard your Perfons; and when you | 


Watch, put your Truft in the Keeper of rael, who 


“never flumbereth nor fleepeth; and when you Fight, 


Jet your Truft be ftillin him to fight for you: And 
finally, by Faith in Prayer be cafting all your Burdens 
on the LORD, and he will care for you. 


(4.) Sze that your Aim and End’ be right in this 


hazardous Undertaking. Oh! do not aim chiefly at 
the gaining either of Honour, or Wealth; for what 
will it profic a Man, if he fhal} gain the whole 
World, and lofe his own Soul? And how can you 
expect any other but the Lofs of that, if your Hearts 
be not right with GOD? Go not therefore for Lucre- 
fake, but of a ready Mind, and with an hearty Defire 
to ferve GOD and your Country + namely, by help- 
ing to pull down and deftroy the Kingdom of Saaz 
in the World, and fo to make more Room for the 
Growth and Increafe of the Kingdom of Curist.._ 
Not that you may imagine, that the moft High can. 


Not accomplifh his Purpofes without you; Nos but 


yet freely put your felves into his Hands, to be made 
Ufe of as Inftruments for the fubduing his Foes, and 
making, the fame to become his Foor{tool. . 
Waar hall I fay more? Keep your felves 
from every wicked Thing: That is to fay, Keep your 
Hearts with all Diligence; as alfo your Eyes that you 
may not covet; and your Hands that they may do 
iolence to no Man; your Tongues that they may 
neither curfe Men, nor take the Name of the LORD 
your GOD in vain, nor utter any Thing falfe or re- 
proachfuls fhun Slo ang Luxury; and keep holy 
the Lord's Day, as you would expect to profper (fo 
far, I mean, as is confiftent with your own Defence 


’ 


and Prefervation): And be not of a mutinous and un- 


aes rele eee 3 but keep your Places, ial 6 
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Orders, and obey fuch as are, or may be, fet over 
you; and keep faithful to one another: Be of one 
‘Hleart, and ftand by each other for mutual Relief and 
Succour ; and fail not to keep a good Waich, confi- 


dering how many Lives depend upon it. (Fudge. 8. 


zi.) And above all, get and keep in good Terms with 
the LORD of Hofis; and behave in all Refpeéts, as 
becomes thofe whofe Souls are continually: in your , 
Wands, and yet, your Times are not fo, but in the 
Fiands of the LORD of the whole Earth— Oh! be 
prevailed with to be in the Fear of the LORD every 
Day, yea and all the Day, for iz that there is ftrong 
Confidence’;- but on the other Side, Sin takes off the 
Edge of Valour, and Guilt will make Men Cowards : 
All fach as would look Death in the Face without 
Terror, muft keep Peace with GOD, and preferve 2 
Confcience void of Offence.— And finally, when-ever 
you fhall prove viéforious, give GOD the Praife, and 
in Token thereof, devote a Part of the Spoil you fhall 
take from the Enemy, a Zenth at leaft, to pious and 
éharitable Ufes, after the Example of. faithful bra~ 
ham, as you may find it recorded in Gen. 14. 20. 

Axp now, Brethren, our Prayer for you is, that 
{vhen you go forth to War, then “¢ the Lorp Jesus, 
the Captain of our Salvation and the LORD our 
Righteoufnels may go before you, and the Glory of 
the LORD, be your Rete- ward.” mf 


“any thus having, fpoken to ‘the. Four General 


ds, : 
ee now to proceed,:as I propofed, to offer a 


; few Words by Way of dddrefi, with all due Refpect, 


to the Ancient and Honourable Company, Wher haves 

yited us hither this Days 

- Gentlemen \ ge SG 4 
ArTHouGcH what has been faid is defign’d- prin 

i , folely, for you, and you have fo 

cipallys, tho’ not folely, 7 you, and. you ng 
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friuch Goodnefs as to make a proper A lication, yet 
give tile Leave to add as follees Aa, fy be 


You are not ignorant, that three Years over-and 


above a Century are now pafs’d and gone fince the 
giving forth of your Charter, containing certain valu- 
“able Privileges and Imniunities ¢ whereby it evidently 
appears, that the Honourable General Court, being 
willing to encourage a Military Spirit in New-En- 
Sland, did put great Honour upon this Company, 
€ven in the early Days of the Country ; which, as it 
‘was a bright Inftance of their Wifdom and Goodnefs, 
fo, we are now thankful to the moft High, that the 


Reputation and Honour of this Company. has been” 


40 well preferved unto this Time; and fhe rather, 
becaufe F can’t but think, this fanve hds been a good 


Means of cafting the greater Dread upon thofe Naz 


tions which are no Friends to our Religion, and ény: 
us the Poffeffion of fo good-a Country : Indeed 
New-England in general has beén famous abroad fo; 
_ the Spirit of Soldiety, and for fetting apart feverat 
ays in a Year for Military Exercifes $ but, Sirs, 
Strangers as well as your own Cotntry-men, all rea 
ily acknowledge’ your felves to be the Flower and’ 
Hai of all our Forces: And we doubt not, but you 
es I, the Smiles of Heaven continuing upon you, ag 
Horne yd 8% fill preferve the Credit of the 
E<onourable Company, and Keep alive our Hopes con- 
’ ferning it:—And in Order hereunto, there aré Tzvo 
Things which you will bear upon. your Minds, and 
endeavour the Profecution of. : 


THE Firf is, The Orie : ; 
gly. > J ginal Defign of formitg the 
Artillery Company in this  Powit : Hee sake Gaattee 
men of the beft” Pagy é 2 


afftton, and’ of exalted Stations in > 


the Militia, in ever i 
y Part of the Province, as well ag 
ee gs a lower Rank, might have the Opportu- 
Airy So Secome more and more skilful in the Ufe of 
Bercy or aia Martial 
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Martial Weapons. You are very fenfible, I con- 
clude, from the Appearance which you make this 
Day, that the happy Time is not yet.come, wherein 
the Nations fhall learn War no mores and therefore 
you judge it to be ftill needful as well as lawful to 
know haw to ufe the Sword and Mufket, and to un- 
-derftand the whole Art of War in the various Parts 
of it, which, confidering to whom I fpeak, I need 
not go about to enumerates you will therefore, J 
truft, admit of fcarce any Avocation, but will all, to 
a Man, conftantly attend and diligently improve your 
Exercifes at the appointed Seafons for the fame, and- 
more efpecially in this gloomy and dark Day; and 
that not only as a manly Diverfion, but, on purpofe 
that you may be {till more expert for War, and fo 
the better prepar’d (if there fhould be Occafion for it) 
either to Face the Enemy your felves, or to furnifh 
the Country with expert Commanders for that End 5 
é¢ Rach of them refernbling the Son of a King.”??-—— 
And whereas it 1s yoq (as you well know) a Time of 
War, you will therefore the rather make Choice of 
fach Gentlemen, this Day, for your Officers, as are 
moft capable of leading you, and are moft likely by 
their own Exampie to infpire you with Valour, and 
whom you have good Reafon to think you can wil- 
lingly fight under.—And now, if there was Need to 
add any Thing by Way of Encouragement to pre- 
ferve a Martial and Warlike Spirit, I fhould only put 
‘ou in Remembrance of what yoy are not unacquain- 
sted with; namely, §¢ Phat Skill and Experience in | 
“Arms has in all a been the Original of Nobility , 
and that many Perfons, even of mean Extraction, 
have, by Feats of Arms, rifen to the higheft Honours 
which their Fellow-Soldiers were capable of conferring 
upon them.?—— But being Chriftians, and many of 
you, £0 the Praife of GOD be it fpoken, fome of the - 
frit Rank, therefore a Gofiel Motive will be more 
ie ‘ 1 Dia pctsay acceptable, 
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acceptable; namely, that hereby you will be the bet- 
ter qualified for the fpecial Service of The Man upon 
the Throne, who is no other than our LORD RE- 
DEEMER, whom to ferve is Honour indeed; and 
all whofe faithful Servants and loyal Subjects fhall be 
crown’d with Glory and Honour immortal. 


Secondly, Tux other Thing which you will alfo 
bear in Mind, is, The true Defign of fetting up and 
fill upholding thefe your Anniverfary religious Solemni- 
zies; Namely, that fo your Military Exercifes may be 
SonGiified by the Word of GOD and Prayer: And 
accordingly you will, doubtlefs, heedfully obferve the 
good Initructions of the former, and follow our Pray. 
ers with and for you, with your beft Endeavours, that 
fo you may not, any of you, occafion any Blemith to 
your Profeffion and Charaéter, whether as Soldiers, or 
as Chriftians: And therefore, will not only improve 
your Powers in order to excel in Military Skill, but 
alfo be vpon your Watch that no corrupt Communi- 
€ation. may proceed out of your Mouths; and infteaq 
of approaching to the /ea/t Degree either of Intempe- 
Trance Or Extravagancy, you will labour. to be making 
a religious ufe of your Military Exercifes, which, in- 
deed, are capable of being improved to very great 
Advantage in your Spiritual Warfare; and by {o 
doing will fet a very bright Example before the 
Militia of the whole Country, (whofe Eyes are much 
Upon you) even of all Chriftian Vertues, as well as of 
Military Skill and Valour.—And truly, Gentlemen, J 
can’t out hope, that you may be Inftrumental to re- 
fu the too general Abufe of our public Trainings ; 
or, the Officers and Soldiers in our feveral Towns 
cannot, I think; for Shame, do any, other, but improve 
fach Days to better Purpofes than of late, when they. 
fhall. behold your Order, and are given to underftand, 
that even your whole Condué both 77 and cut a the 
ield, 


on, to excel. 
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Field, is fuch as well becomes Chri/tian Soldiers —— 
I hope, Sirs, it may, and I have no Reafon to think 
any other but it may, be truly faid concerning the 
Honourable Aviiilery.Company on this Day, as I find 
it was, on the like Occafion, juft Fifty Years ago, 
namely, ‘Here is a large Band of Soldiers, among 
whom, this whole Day will not afford one Man 
drunk, nor one Oath fworn, not one Curfe drop’d, 
nor one obfervable Mifbehaviour."—Oh! go on, ga 


Awnp thus I have fpoken to the Jwo ‘Things which 
you are to bear in Mind :—And I need not enlarge—, 
for I make not the leaft Doubt, but that you will, to: 
a Man, preferve and maintain a loyal Spirit and. Be- 
haviour towards our rightful and gracious Sovereign 
Kine Groree Id; As alfo, yield all due Subjecti- 
on to his Excellency ;* as to him who perfonates His 
Majefty among us.—Nor have we any Reafon at all; 
Gentlemen, to think any cther, but that Love to your 
Town and Country mightily prevails in you; and are 
periwaded it will do fo, to that Degree, as to conftrain 
Sou voluntarily to devote your Eftates, as alfo to jeo- 
pardife and even facrifice your very Lives, for the 
Defence and Prefervation of the fame, if Need re- 

uires:—And how foon, My honoured Friends, your 
felves, and others with you, may be put upon fo /evere 
a Tryal, GOD Almighty knows; for when a People 
are feated on a’ good Soil, and are generally very foli- 
citous to heap up Wealth, and are fo far fucceeded 

“to be reckon’d flourifhing, and at the fame Time 
noted for being at Difcord among themfelves, me- 
thinks, they i#v:fe the Enemy to come in upon them 
like a Flood ; and doubtlefs, they will the more rea~ 
dily accept the Invitation, if there be no Danger of 
pt meeting. 
ert ‘. . . 

_ # Governour Beucuer, in whofe Audience it was deliver’d. 
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meeting with much Refftance:— And if this be indeed 
the prefent State of this Province, “ O! Tell it not 
in Gath, left the Philiftines rejoice, and the Uncircum- 
cifed triumph.”._Tyiumph, I faid, as well they may, 
mie Bie the Battle.—But why did I fay, Tell zt not 
area Seeing the Enemy is already fully apprized 
2 our Negligence, and juftly have us in Derifion on 
e Account thereof— And indeed, we our felves ge- 
nerally acknowledge it to be a great Negleét, that the 
Province fhould be, and remain for fo long a Time, 
and more efpecially in thjs Time of War, in 
fo weak and unfortified a Pofture; but yet, as I un- 
derftand it, People differ in their Sentiments as to the 
Caufe of it, nor am I about to undertake to determine 
at whofe Door it lies; but, think, I can do no lef 
than pray, that fuch Light may. break forth upon us 
as may /peedily and effectually difcover how to redrefe 
this Grievance ; and that 7f any are Blame- worthy in 
the Matter, they may be convine’d of it, whoever 
they be, and be led to the Difcharge of that Duty, 
which they, in this Article, owe to GOD, their King 
and Country and no longer leave fo good a Land, 
and which has already coft fo much Blood and Trea. 
fare, Naked and Defencelefs. Pray, Gentlemen, 
tiftake me not, for I do not’ imagine, that it belongs 
to this Honcurable Company to provide Walls and Bul- 
warks for us; nor do I intend to fay much more 
Mpon it; for, if a Man qt a Diftance may be allowed 
to conjeGture, I am inclin’d to think, that it isa very 


tender Points however, I fhall take the Opportunity, 


and as I conceive, without giving juft Offence to 
tvs £0 take my affetionate Moai to yon on this 
Wel R : feply concern’d for New-England’s' 
clare, and to fay in one fhort Sentence, viz. I am 
heartily Sorry, that ‘the Government cant unite $n Mea 
fires for our neceffary Defence; and do as heartily 
wifh, that there may be no more Occafion for this Lia 
: oS entation: 


) 


i) 
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gnentation: And 1 doubt not, but that each of you 
concur with me herein.— Not that I am come hither 
to teach you, that Means of Defence, fuppofe we 
were ever fo well provided with them, may be con- 
fided in; No, No; but yet, I think, all will grant, 
that it is High-handed Prefumption to live in the 
Neglect of proper Means, and at the fame Time to 
expect Protection, unlefs we had a Promife made tis 
of fome miraculous Prefervation, which I hope none 
among us are fo ignorant and unwife as to pretend 


to. 
Bur left any fhould think that I difcover more 
Zeal than Prudence, or, that I harp rather too long 


pon this String, I will ceafe from Man, and direct - 


mine Eye to an Over-ruling and All-governing Pro- 
widnece in this Matter’ And, if our Day be almoft 
expir’d, and our Part of the New-World (as America 
3s {orietimes call’d) has finn’d away their Privileges, 
rio Wonder that Things aré thus, nay, but rather, 
that we are not all confuri’d :—— You are not igno- 
rant, thdt we have alteady run out, fince the laying 
the Foundation of Plymouth Colony (fo called) One 
Hundred and Twenty Years compleat; (it ended the 
faft Winter) which, you know, was the very Space: 
of Time granted by Way of Reprieve to the Old 
World, to repent in: 1 don’t meat, that tt from hence 
necefarily follows, that ovr Years are eens 
berd and finifh’d, and our Sands quite re ee 5 
‘And yet, if you will be at the Pains to confult the 
Fliftorical Part of the Holy Scriptures, you may 
eafily learn from thence, that becaufe GOD’s pro- 
felling People would not be reformed, neither by the 

udgments of his Mouth nor of hig Hand, but per= 
fifted in their Rebellion, therefore he caft them off; 

ea, and this is written for our Warning; {0 that, 
without 4 Spirit of Prophecy, confidering, that Nez- 
England bas left her frlt Love, and not been pre- 


vail’ 


/ 


Me aS RR a ON 


vail’d with to remember from whence fhe is fallen, 


and to repent, and do her firft Works, it fe 
tee either a Reformation, or a Defolation, alee 
oa aoe AS seiers now, ‘this leads me to fay, 
ate S i given to Zion’s King, that there are fo 
mae at this Day, more efpecially in this Town, who 
pie ing the Way to Zio with their Faces thither- 
bi: ig *s infomuch that the Kingdom of Heaven feems 
a a er Violence, and as tho? People were deter- 
: ined to take no Denial.—And yet, whether this 
i a Token. for Good. to, the Land in general or 
whether thofe Particular Perfons, only fhall fave their 
oye Souls, is what I muft leave undetermin’d :—But 
whoever they be, Oh! Jet them {till prefs forward 
and haften to the City of Refuge, before the artes 
Overtake them. — Such as thefe I am further to fpeak 
Unto, when I have exprefs’d my ardent Defire, tha 
this Honourable Company may be a. Nurfery of = 
nowned Soldiers, and that each Man.may do worthily 


in his Day, ‘‘ and come off at Jaft more than a Con- 


queror ;” and all of you together << ftand before th 

pate and before the Lamb, cloathed with aie 

ee and Palms in your Hands, and cry with a 

trea vines Salvation to our .GOD which 
m the 

ean rone, and to the Lamb PORETE 


Anp now I come, a I 

; 2 , as you remember I propofed, 
paren I have my Eye and Heart more efpecially 
Chriftiart OF ee offer fomething refpecting the 
2 Bibre ef ie Warfare and direct my Speech 
= uk esakentg uch as are now under Conviétions 


thet Eves e Fiaife-worthy for Soldiers to jeopard 
Countr: The a Time of War, in Defence of their 
eee farely > it is highly commendable for 

y every 
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every Chriftian to engage in and profecute the Spir- 


dual (which is the more neceffary) Warfare, under 
_ JESUS the Captain of our Salvation.— (eae. this 
End, fuffer me to befeech and advife you as follows, viz. ; 


1. Weigh the Matter well in your own Minds : 


~ -Nfot as tho’ there is any juft Reafon to hefitate;‘ but, 


that you may khow and underftand what you do, 
and may not be furprized and difcouraged by Temp- 
tations when they come: Confider well, I fay, what 
the Chriftian Religion will coft all fuch who efpoufe 
it, namely, *¢ That they mutt. deny themfelves, and 
take up their Crofs, and follow CHRIST.— 0h! 
cherifh your Convictions; and pray over ‘them, until 
you have good Reafon to think that your Hearts are 
right with GOD: Now; Now if ever, you muft be 
Voluntiers, for, ‘all the LORD’s People are a wil- 


ling People.” 


“9, Berne made not only jenfible, but alfo wearys 
quite weary of your Slavery and Bondage, and fully 
ued to caft off the Devil’s, and to take upon 


determin 
you the Yoke of CHRIST, then come and lift under 


CHRIST’s Banner, and yield up your felves to the 
LORD in an everlaping Covenant never 10 be forgot- 
ten, Let this be done firft in Secret, between GOD 
and your own Souls ; and then, in the public Affem- 


bly ayouch the LORD to be your GOD, chearfully 
binding your felves out and off from Sin, all Sins 
our felves to ferve the LORD, 


and as freely obliging y 
all his Commandments, always unto the 


and to keep z 

end:——And that in order hereto, you will wage 
War with the World, Flefo and Devil: Which leads 
me to fay, 


_ Ger and improve, yea, and be expert in the 


Uie of the Spiritual Armour, No part may be left 
} F naked 


“ae A4SERMON 


faked and expos’d without great Hazard, and there- 
fore the whole Armour of GOD muft be put on: 
‘Thus for Inftance, You muft have on the Breaf- 
Plate of Righteoufnefs ; namely, al! Chriftian Graces, 
or the Love and Practice of univerfal Holinefg: And 
yon Lays mutt be girt about with Jruths that is, 
‘be not Double-minded, or of 2 double Heart, but 
incere and upright: And Faith ated on the Promife, 
Grace; and Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, muft be your 
Shield: And Hope, fach as is well founded, muft be 
your Helmet: And you muft take with you the 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of GOD; 
for Scripture Arguments are the moft powerful « 
And your Feet muft be /hod with the Preparation of 
the Gofpel of Peace’, that is, You mutt be ftock’d 
with Patience, and your Spirits fteel’d with Rejolution, 
that fo’ you may wallon, in a fteady Pace, amidf- 
all your Difficulties and Temptations 7 And finally, 
¥ou muft pray always with all Prayer and Supplica- 
tion in the Spirit; and watching thereunto with al} 
Perfeverance, and Supplication for all Saints —T have 
‘not Time, you fee, to fay much of the feveral Parts 
of this divine Armour ; nor may I ftand to thow you 
the Ufefulnefs and Neceffity of the fame: — But this 
I would fay, Stand your Ground, and be not difcou- 
taged becaufe you meet with Oppofitions; for you 
snaft reckon upon it, that not only many a {coffin 

I/pmeaelite; bat moreover; a malicious, tempting Devil 
‘will often annoy and trouble you: Yea, it’s probable, 
you will have it frequently fuggefted to your Minds, 
either, that there is no GOD ; or, that He ‘is unjuft 
and onkind’s or, that the Scriptures are not the Word 
of GOD; or, that you have committed the Unpar- 
donable Sin, and the like:— But marvel not at all at 
the Matter ; for many, very many have already ezpe- 
Meniced the like 5 yea, and as the Apoftle expreffes it, 
#* There hath no ‘Femptation taken you, but fach as 


"Bh 
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fs common to Man ;” at leaft to /uch Men, who are 


making their Flight from Sodom, or Egypt, /piritually 


fo called, and are haffening towards the promifed Land, 
cavenly Canaan. : 
ee Be left you fhouid run into a fatal Mif- 
take; let me here cawtion you againft iooking upon 
every Reluctance againft Sin, which you may find 
and feel in your own Breafts, as a fure Indication that 
you are really engaged in the Chriftian’s Spiritual 


Warfare: For, there is certainly a very great Diffe-- 


between that Reluéfance which is in the yare- 
H cied, and the Combate which is in the Regenerate s 
‘And that firft, As to the Principle thereof ; for in the 
unrenewed it arifes from Love to Reputation, oF 
Fear of Wrath, and the like; but in others, from 2 
xeal Hatred of Sin, and a true Love to GOD.- e 
‘And then, there’s Difference as to the Seat of ts z 
jn the Natural Man, the Combate is between one 
Faculty and another s thus, the Affe&ions go Mis 
Way, and the Judgment and Confcience ee be 
but nOWs in the Regenerate, there arifeth a : ar sat 

Faculty, as, the Judgment againit the Jude 
pe the Will againft ‘the Will, &%c. and the true 
ia of it is, becaufe there is Sin and Grace, Ficih 
Ras irit, co-habiting in every Faculty.— And la 
een nT there is Difference as to me ree of ee 

c mbate only with feme grofle) 

for ae Sy raala es all on — And finally, 
vie h Event and Ifue of #5 for in the Dnregene- 
oa ae is, at belt, no more than a temporary 
See from fome Sins; but in others, their Lufts 
sels. fabdued, and they become ftill more con- 
prea ‘refolute in refifting Sin, and in ferving 
oR And now, from what has been faid, if 
cout Combate proves to be that of the sre Cbriftian's, 
dnl be very thankful for it, and take Courage; fear 
ty but ge on and poles for the LORD is with 


moreover, 


a you 
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you while you be for him.—Yea, and if your- Com- 
bate be no other than the Reluctance of an Enlightned 
Confeience, yet be not difcouraged, faying, There is 
no Hope; Nay, but be thankful for the Convictions 
‘you are under, efteem them as a great Mercy, and 
cherifh them as you would a dear Friend ; hearken to 
the Voice of GOD in gnd by the fame, and follow 
them with ferious Meditation, alfo with fervent Prayer 
._ to the GOD. of all Grace. And thus, according 
to the very utmoit of your Ability, open the Door 
to CHRIST, and then yon may humbly hope that 
He will fo difplay his mighty Power, as to open ir 
effectually, and that he will come in, and fet up his 
Throne in your Hearts. And this brings me to 
fay, wey ; ey) 2 } 


4, Have your Eye to the Captain of your Saf. 
vation, even JESUS, whom the Father hath given 
to be a Leader, and\a Commander to the People: 
Unto him muft you look if you would be faved: That 
is to fay, you mutt look and mourn, becaufe you have 
by wilful Sin, as it were, crucified him afrefh: And 
moreover, {0 /ook to him as to believe in him, that is, 
accept of his kind and gracious Invitation in fuch a 
Manner as to clofe with him and embrace him in all 
his Offices, chearfully depending on shim both for 
Strength and Righteoufnefs, and very gladly venture 
your Souls and their Salvation in_his Hands. Yea, 
every Day be Joking on him, and admire him as the 
Chief among Ten Thoufands; and this will lead you 
to look and long after a Tae Acquaintance with 
him: Yea, and you mutt Jook and follow after him 5 
that is, labour to imitate him in all his imitable Per- 
fetions, and to be fincerely obedient to all his Words 
of Command.” Alfo, Look and follow ‘him in the 
Wii of paffive as well as adtive Obedience; Hye hig 
Hand and Counfel under al} afflitive Difpenfations, 

* ae and, 


Sot fhall fee meet to 


me / { 
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and refign. your ‘Wills to his. And finally, with the 
Eye of ‘Hope and Expeétation, look and wait, until 
Re {hall fulfl all your Defire, and caufe you to fee- 
his Salvation. 


as you muft look to your Leader in the fore- 
eee) fpects, fo alfo, you muft take the urmoft: 
‘eht in whatever you do, and fo become 


loyme! 
wel ee nD ORD and for the LORD, 


afte that be is gracious. Not that 
ver-folicitous, as awaken’d Sinners com- 


monly ae e truly bumble, and be pre- 
defire shat oe GOD ;vand eat be 
‘lling, that He fhould take his own Time to. 
yery W! warts to you: And when-eyer the good 
Lye re do this, I now folemnly cau- 
ft being puffed up, as alfo againft a 
eve Frame of Spirit; “Indeed, you muft be very 
Jo 1, but then at the fame Time be alfo very 
far and be ye cloathed with Humility. 
any Need that I fhould tell 
AND Bees ie ds indeed, then, of what 
eae ee ree Quality foever you be, you are cer- 
anise real in an boly War y yea, and nothing lefs 
eR our future and everlafting Weal depends upon 
ie fighting, the good Fight of Faith under the glo- 
* sf JESUS.— Neither are you unacquainted, and 
at that you. would keep it in Mind, that your Ene- 
snes ave not only numerous, but alio aoe 


qion you again 


‘ 
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very politick ; yea, and wnwearied in their Affaults : 
True indeed, if you refift them, ftedfaft in the Faith, 
then they will fice from you; but alas! ‘they will 
foon rally again, and be upon yous either with the 
fame, or with fome new Temptations: And therefore, 
as fays the Apofle, ‘* Be fober, be vigilant ;” - Be 
Jfebers that is, Govern your felves, both the outer and 
inner Man, by the Rules of Temperance, Modefty 
and Mortification: And. be vigilant, or watchful ; that 
is, Not only in Prayer and other religious Exercifes, 
but at alJ other Times, both when alone and in Com- 
pany. And the Truth is, The Strength of our 
Adverfary as to us, lies in our Treachery and Falfe- 
nefs; if we are but faithful to CHRIST, and true 
to our own Intereft, we fhall be in no Danger at all 
of being led Captive by the Prince of Darknefs —— 


O! Beware, beware Children, of giving Place to the, 


Devil, and of deferting, in any Meafure, fo good a 
Caufe, and fo kind a Saviour. Are not your, Mini. 
fiers, and your other godly Friends jealous over you, 
Jeft you fhould turn again to Folly, and, like’ too 
many others, begin in the Spirit and end in the Fleth; 
Wherefore, I befeech you, be not high-minded but 
fear ; and yet, be not timerous and faint-heartéd; but 
ftrong and very couragious: Go ye forth in the 
‘Name of the LORD of Hofts, and fight not as thofe 
that beat the Air, and only make a vain flourith ; but 
be refolute and in good earneft, as thofe that mutt 
either conquer or be conquer’d, Sight or die,” 


Anp Oh! How can you choofe but be valorous, 
when you confider (and I hope you will oftez con- 
fider) the GoodnefS of your Cauje; as alfo the Pre- 
fence, Skill, Power and Good-will -of your Heap 
and GgNERAL; and moreover, that your Armour 
(it being fuch as the Gofpel direéts to and enjoins) i& 
Armour of Proof, by the Improvement of which, 

; : ‘ great, 
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aredt, U reat is the Army which has, through our 
FORD “TESUS CHRIST come off Conquerors: 
Yea, and you fhall do fo too, if you are not wanting 
to your felves. — And then, O shen, What a glorious 


¥ : our glorious LORD on his Throne, 
cor oi a eicsane, and is now fet down with dis 
a gh on his ‘Fhrone.” Yea, and let me tell you, 
Fai ie has overcome, not only before you, but alfo 
hat hi if you will but prove loyal to him ; fo then, 
or have you todo, but only to purjue the Victory 
‘what hat glorious Conqueror, through whom your 
under t eich are not carnal but fpiritual, fhalt 
Weta for the pulling of ftrong Holds? And 
be mig Vata be, at any Time, through Surprize, 
if you Retreat; O! ‘make hafte and delay not to 
obliged e our Ground; and for that End, come on 
make ge op with a greater Degree of Courage and 
charg’ afré renewing (without fail) your Trt and 
Refolurion = the Wifdom, Power and Goodnefs of your 
Confidence Oder, and fkilfully improving, more efpe- 
fea particular Patt of your Armour which 
‘cally, t Seton to think will be moft ferviceable at 
you Se re-——And, what tho’ the Devil be ftiled 
that be fis World, yet be not difmayed, for he, 
the Go a fe only who fabmit to him as fuch, and 
js fo ve tive by him at his Will; and both zhey 
are led Cap 7 (fach an one as he is) fhall ‘be caft toge- 
and their £0 ontinuing in Bondage to him, into the 
¢her, chey. ¥ burneth with Fire and Brimftone. 
Lake taht ds me to fay, That as you would not be 
And ee over by the Prince of the Power of the 
eriu Beware of bis Agents; I mean, Euticers to 
AM vho-are no other than Faéfors for Hell; fhun 
Sit, Company as you would a Peft-Houfe; yea, and 
peg no Fellowfhip with any of the pi 
Mates . or 
-qyorks of Darknefs, but rather reprove them, an 


Reward fhall be given you! No lef than “to fic ' 
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one Sinner oftentimes deftroyeth much Good.?—— 


And let me go on to exhort you to be very, watch- 
ful alfo, left the. Things of the Werld prove a Snare to 
you; namely; the Honours, Pleafures and Profits of 
the fame, all and every of which the Devil is wont to 
improve (or rather abufe) for the choaking the good 
Seed of the Word, and diverting the Soul from GOD 
and Duty: Watch therefore and Pray left’ you 
be thus overcome by the evil one.— And not only 
“fhun and avoid all Appearances of and Approaches 
to Sin with your outer, Man ; but moreover, fupprefs 
and fubdue the very ji7/? Motion to Sin which, may 
at any Lime drife in your own Breajts, left it fpread 
like the Glo#d we read of, which at the firft appeared 
no larger than a Man's Hand, but foon. cover’d and 
blacken’d the whole Heaven: And thus with the beft 
of your Skill endeavour to pull down the ftrong Hold 
of in-bred Lujfs which.war againft your Souls, ag 
well as to ward off furrounding Temptations; fo¢ 
(believe me) the Fle/h, with its Affedtions and. Lufts, 
mutt be crucified, otherwife you fhall never obtain a 
Conqueft over the World and. Devil.—— Yea, and 
not only your Inclination to Vice and Wickednefs, 
but moreover, that Di/pofition which is in you to rely 
and depend upon your own fuppofed Vertues and ver~ 
tnous Aftions, mutt be fubdued and abborred, otherwife 
you will perifh, after all your Labour and Pains, with 
a Lye in your Right Hand.——And I fhall further 
add, that being fenfible where your, Weaknefs chiefly 
lies, and from what Quarter you are, moft in Hazard, 


you may not fail to double your Guard there; and to, 


ufe all needful Precaution, lett you be furprized and 
taken.—-And altho’ at prefent, indeed, through the 
Goodnefs of GOD, you are not called to refift unto 
Blood, yet; you are always oblig’d to ftrive againft 
Sin, “© and efpecially, that Sin, of thofe Sins, which 
do more eajily befet you, and to run with Patience the 

ements ~ = Rate 


_ ¢hofe 


ed 
' 
; 
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Race fet before you, ooking (as I faid before) unto 


JESUS the Author and Finifher of Faith: And 


by fo doing, you will be in the Way to be pre- 


ared fof all Events of Providence, even the Fiery 
Trial it felf, and nothing thall be able to feparate you 


from the Love of GOD: Nay, but having in the 


refence, and by the Affiftance of GOD, CHRIST; 


and good Angels, atted your Part in the Field of 
Bip World, as becomes the Followers of the Lamb; 


fhall, without fail, be conduéted by fome of 
benign: and fpotlefs Spirits, into the Prefence- 
Chamber of the LORD of Glory, and ‘hall live 


you 


eybie€t, and it is no eafy Thing to forbear 3 bué 
ale I eo to feel fomething of a Rebuke in my 
own Mind, fo 


gch more 
as Doctrinally, 


a 


oufnels : J hope 


on any uthor of your Religion; 
and Author of your Religion, No, No; 
founder sou mutt follow the Footiteps of the Flocts, 


ety, 
Ter the Conduét of fuch who are eminently and 


really» 


a deg room’s Friends 3 Pau themfelves found in the- 


Faith, 


a7, 


- needs fay, that 1 am fully perfwaded, that the : 
you adore and rely upon Free Grace through FRSUS | 
your Souls be in Health and. | 


fartie have their due’ Enfluence on your whol 
, {Ti 2 ; fon e Mz 
. aad at all Tinies 5 fo thac whatever an, 
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faith, and preack up the Doétrines of Grace and : 
Tea infect yon to build your Hope of Hea- 
ven and Happinefs upon the Free Grace of GOD, 
and the precious Merits of our Lord F BSUS CHRIST, 
which are the only Pillars on which your Hope mutt 
ftand, if you would not have it fail you in that Day 
when GOD fhall take away your Souls: Yea, a 
Hope thus founded is neceffary not only to your 
foture Safety; but alfo to your prefent Fruitfulne( 
and Flourifhing :— And tho’ I know but little, yet, 
fo far as I do know any Thing of the Matter, f muft 
more 
CHRIST, the more will 
profper: And let me int 


Teat of you to make the Rx. 
periment.— True ind i : 


eed; you mutt have Ref. 
to all GOD’s Cmaieanaeen in oe igh 
teach and affirm ; yea, and you will, without Doubs, 
be careful to maintain good Works, if you aye” 
good Principle within you: But what I fay j, pete 
that you may not have the leaft Dependance a Ss 
your Works of Righteoufnels, Charity, or Piety ; 

juftify you before GOD, but niuft build on CHRIST. 
the Rock of Ages, and the Hope of all true Ypae? 
ites: “ He is the Way, the Truth, and the Tite 
and (altho* there be fome’ that can’t relifh it, yer) 3 
is a certain Truth, ‘that there is nO other Ni: it 
under Heaven, given among Men, wherelj eee petits 
be accepted and faved 2” —— Wherefore, ag you Jq 
your own Souls, I befeech you, Let thofe th ve 
‘Words, which are often ufed in Militar Exer, es 
and ate more infruGive than any other that Cifes, 
ber to be in Ufe.on fuch Otcaftons, Nam 

Header, be often founding, in your Ears y ae ee 


You'doy. fee thay 
you 


i 
|" 


ie 


- Bur tho? it be hard to forbear 
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syou do it in the Name of CHRIST, and don’t dare - 


4 rform any Duty, nor to ftir one Step, withour 
i your ase ens for Guidance, Strength, and 


Righteoufnefs ; and fo, let the Life which you Jive 


- | hhere in the Flefh, be by Faith in the SoA of GOD, 


who has commanded, faying, ** Look zxto me, and be 
ye faved.” ; 


5 yet, left I 
Thould trefpafs too much upgn your Patience, I fhall : 
Bsa draw towards a Clofe, : 


5 notwithftanding I readily acknowledge, that 
: e ne Daty of Chrittians firmly to adhere to gif 
te Principles of our holy Religion, as revealed to ug . 
ft. 


=~ the holy Scriptures, ‘¢and not be like Children 
ip : 


-offed to and fro, and carried about with. every Wind 
“rofled t 


ine”? ; would advife you to hold faft, - 
of Dee ne ee Doétrine of Original Sin, and 
es Fhe Neceffity and Nature of the New- Birth; 
i af of Fupification by Faith, without the Works of 
pat 2 . and finally, that of The Decrees; to. which 
dg reset that of the Saints Perfeverancé; viz. as 
ee have been taught by the godly Reformers, 
phe poe ‘now {tand afferted and explained among 
and = ae Articles of the Church of England; And 
ae py VEE fome may think of thern, yet, being | 
itabh improved, do mightily‘ ferve to promote prac- 
fe ] Raleion, and vital Piety. And ina Word 3 
Oh! Letthe Riches, the Riches of GOD’s glorious 
Grace be daily admired, in providing a Saviour ich 
erifhing Sinners; and leatn more and Os the 
Need, the ab/olute Need, which you ftand in of sas 


ith: i ious, exceeding precl- 
and with all his Benefits be precious, excceaag | or 
ous to you: And fecing. has purchaled es : 


righty Saviour; and O let him in al his Offices, . 


inter 
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Life for all fuch as will come to him for it, let your 
Dependance therefore be upon him, fizf, to beftow 
ic; and then, to preferve and increafe it in you and 
for you; and fizafly, to compleat it in Eternal Life. 
And, as it becomes Fellow-Soldiers, you muft be 
helpful to one another, encouraging and ftrengthening 
each other’s Hands and Hearts, fpeaking often one 
to another concerning the Things which pertain ta 
the Kingdom of GOD, and which have the moft 
dire& Tendency to promote one another’s Salvation : 
Alfo praying one for another, that you may be 


i=) 


healed and faved. 


Ann to conclude the Difcourfe; Let eyery trua 
Chriftian here’ prefent, of what Order, Age, Relation, 
Complexion, or Language foever, be exhorted, in the 
Words of the Apaftle, ** to awake out of Sleep, be. 


¢aufe now is your Salvation nearer than when yoy- 


believed.#?—— Let the Scoffers of the Age, and fuch 
as refufe to be reformed, mock on, if they pleafe; 
but be you up and doing, and fo get ready for your 
LORD’s Coming.— As the Dammation of impeni- 
tent, hardned Wretches draws daily nearer and nearer, 
and their Steps do even wow take hold on Hell; 
and it wontt be long before Almighty GOD will 
mock at their Calamity, even as now they mock a¢ 
his Coynfels: So does the Salvation of all thofe that 
love our LORD JESUS CHRIST in Sincerity 
draw. near apace; and furely, O ye. Children of the 
moft High, as you draw nearer to the Centre of your 
Delight and Joy, fo your Motion thould be the more 
quick and lively, and your Souls more on. the Wing 
of Faith and holy Love, and be going from Strength 
to Strength, until every-one of you fhall appear be- 
fore GOD your Saviour in the heavenly Zion, with 
Songs and everlafting Joy upon your Heads; and 

where 


_— 
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where you fhall obtain Joy and Gladnef&, not only 
without Peried, but alfo without Mixture or any In- 
terruption; for then all Sorrow and Sighing, by 
Reafon of Sin, or on any other Account whatfoever, 
fhall flee away, even as the Shadows of the Night 


before the rifing Sun, 


Mmen and Amen. 


